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Africa, South & Central Asia Americas & Australasia East & Southeast Asia 
Aero India 2021 – Aero India 
 

Aero India 2021 show in Bangalore, lasted three days and concluded 5 

February. It provided and opportunity for B2B, B2G and G2G dialogues 

and a platform for stakeholders in Aerospace & Defence (A & D) 

industry to interact and rebuild the supply chain. The event saw 128 

MoUs, 19 ToTs, 4 Handing Overs, 18 Product Launches and 32 major 

Announcements. The first ever Indian Ocean Region Defence 

Ministers’ Conclave was held, attended by ministers and delegates 

from 26 countries. Raksha Mantri (Defence Minister) believes this will 

lead to higher level of cooperation amongst IOR countries on peace 

and security in the future. 

 

British Army Troops in Mali Use Grenade Launcher-Fired Mini-

Drones – Defence Post 
India, China begin troop withdrawal from contested border – AP 

News 
A Transatlantic Approach to Address Growing Maritime Insecurity 

in the Gulf of Guinea –  CSIS  

Biden announces Pentagon-run China task force – 

Defense News 
 

President Joe Biden on Wednesday announced at the Pentagon a 

review of how the military is postured to deter China in the Pacific 

region. Biden, who was joined by Vice President Kamala Harris as he 

made his first visit to the department since taking office, said the review 

will help “chart a strong path forward on China-related matters.” 

 

Secretary of Defense orders all military to pause and review 

handling of extremism in ranks – CNN  

President Biden cancels funding for Trump border wall – BBC  

Canada declares the Proud Boys a terrorist group – Washington 

Post 

Argentine Air Force approaches Russia after offer of MIG-29 and 

SU-30 fighter jets - Infodefensa 

Cuba warns Colombia of possible ELN rebel attack – Reuters 

Australia awards ten new Defence Innovation Hub contracts – 

Army Technology  

US admiral says Chinese military activity is rising in S 
China Sea – Financial Times 
 
Chinese military activity in the South China Sea has risen “steadily” in 
recent months, according to the commander of the USS Theodore 
Roosevelt aircraft carrier strike group. Rear Admiral Doug Verissimo 
said the US navy had seen an expansion of Chinese activity in recent 
months. He was speaking after the USS Theodore Roosevelt 
conducted a rare dual aircraft carrier exercise with the USS Nimitz.“ 
We’re seeing larger number of aircraft, larger number of ships available 
to the Chinese military being utilised on a daily basis. So the capacity 
has clearly increased,” Verissimo told reporters via phone from aboard 
the USS Theodore Roosevelt. 
 
With Japanese sub damaged in collision, where does maritime 
readiness stand? – DefenseNews 
South Korean helicopter deal raises case for Asdia defence shit – 
Financial Times 
Airbus Helicopters, TAI sign sale and support deal – Janes 

Eastern Europe Middle East Western Europe & The Nordics 
Finding a Compromise on Nord Stream 2 – Centre for 

Strategic & International Studies 

 
The Nord Stream 2 pipeline presents an early foreign policy test for the 

Biden administration. The new administration is, on the one hand, 

eager to reset a frosty relationship with Europe and to find common 

ground on climate and other issues. here is also significant opposition 

in places like Poland and Ukraine, important U.S. partners in Europe. 

How can the new administration navigate around these constraints? 

The key will be whether the Biden administration can work develop a 

comprehensive and coherent transatlantic strategy on Russia which 

includes leaders across Western and Eastern Europe. 

 

Poland: a valuable ally for America – The Heritage Foundation 

Greece will need to upgrade its Navy to keep up with Turkey’s – 
Forbes 

Nord Stream 2: Is Russia’s ‘bad deal for Europe’ also a done 

deal? – Radio Free Europe 

Xi pitches vaccine to Eastern Europe in bid to revive ties – 
Bloomberg 

France, Russia urge restraint as Iran produces 
uranium metal -Al Jazeera  
  
France and Russia have urged Iran to show restraint after it started 
producing uranium metal in a new breach of limits laid out in 
Tehran’s 2015 nuclear deal with world powers. The warnings came 
after the Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
verified the production of 3.6g of uranium metal at a plant in 
Iran. Iran claimed it was researching uranium metal production, a 
sensitive issue because uranium metal can be used as a component in 
nuclear weapons  
  
Arab coalition intercepts Houthi drone launched toward Saudi 
Arabia - Arab News  
Oman content with current Israel relationship, foreign minister 
says - Reuters  
Lebanese Inflation Hits Record High as Food Prices Soar 
400% - Bloomberg  
More younger Israelis now being hospitalized for COVID than 
those 60-plus - The Times of Israel  
Qatar working to revive Iran nuclear deal – Al-Monitor  
UAE announces cabinet reshuffle - Arab News 

Franco-German Defence and Security Council 
discusses defence industrial co-operation and 
European defence – Janes 
 
French President Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel discussed defence industrial co-operation and the European 
Security and Defence Policy (ESDP) during a virtual meeting of the 
Franco-German Defence and Security Council on 5 February. 
Discussions included the MALE RPAS, FCAS/SCAF workshare and IP 
as well as the next phase of the Franco-German MGCS. 
 
Rethinking our Defense in the Face of 21st Century Crises – 
Institut Montaigne  
European strategic autonomy: from misconceived to useful 
concept – DIIS 
The EU-MENA partnership: time for a reset – Egmont 
German Defence Ministry punts key US defense-cooperation 
projects to the next government – Defense News 
Navantia and Naviris sign a MOU for the European Patrol Corvette 
program – Navy Recognition 

Regional Insights: February 12th, 2021 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-56031481
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/canada-proud-boys-terrorist-capitol-siege/2021/02/03/546b1d5c-6628-11eb-8468-21bc48f07fe5_story.html
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https://www.infodefensa.com/latam/2021/01/24/noticia-fuerza-aerea-argentina-acerca-rusia-ofrecimiento-aviones-mig29-ysu30.html
https://www.infodefensa.com/latam/2021/01/24/noticia-fuerza-aerea-argentina-acerca-rusia-ofrecimiento-aviones-mig29-ysu30.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-colombia-rebels-cuba-idUSKBN2A907N
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-colombia-rebels-cuba-idUSKBN2A907N
https://www.army-technology.com/news/australia-ten-defence-innovation-hub-contracts/
https://www.army-technology.com/news/australia-ten-defence-innovation-hub-contracts/
https://www.ft.com/content/93294101-be11-41ef-8b54-c4bd83d559e5
https://www.ft.com/content/93294101-be11-41ef-8b54-c4bd83d559e5
https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2021/02/10/with-japanese-sub-damaged-in-collision-where-does-maritime-readiness-stand/
https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2021/02/10/with-japanese-sub-damaged-in-collision-where-does-maritime-readiness-stand/
https://www.ft.com/content/29b720e5-c9f0-4ff2-92b6-fa9b942b150f
https://www.ft.com/content/29b720e5-c9f0-4ff2-92b6-fa9b942b150f
https://www.janes.com/defence-news/news-detail/airbus-helicopters-tai-sign-sale-and-support-deal
https://www.janes.com/defence-news/news-detail/airbus-helicopters-tai-sign-sale-and-support-deal
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https://www.heritage.org/international-economies/commentary/poland-valuable-ally-america
https://www.heritage.org/international-economies/commentary/poland-valuable-ally-america
https://www.forbes.com/sites/pauliddon/2021/01/29/greece-will-need-new-warships-for-its-navy-to-have-any-hope-of-keeping-up-with-turkey/?sh=2cdcdf004669
https://www.forbes.com/sites/pauliddon/2021/01/29/greece-will-need-new-warships-for-its-navy-to-have-any-hope-of-keeping-up-with-turkey/?sh=2cdcdf004669
https://www.rferl.org/a/nord-stream-2-is-russia-bad-deal-for-europe-also-a-done-deal-/31096487.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/nord-stream-2-is-russia-bad-deal-for-europe-also-a-done-deal-/31096487.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-09/xi-to-address-eastern-european-nations-in-bid-to-revive-ties
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-09/xi-to-address-eastern-european-nations-in-bid-to-revive-ties
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/11/russia-urges-restraint-as-iran-starts-uranium-metal-production
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/11/russia-urges-restraint-as-iran-starts-uranium-metal-production
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1807681/saudi-arabia
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1807681/saudi-arabia
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-oman-politics/oman-content-with-current-israel-relationship-foreign-minister-says-idUSKBN2AB1XB
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-oman-politics/oman-content-with-current-israel-relationship-foreign-minister-says-idUSKBN2AB1XB
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-11/lebanese-inflation-hits-record-high-as-food-prices-soar-400?srnd=premium-middle-east
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-11/lebanese-inflation-hits-record-high-as-food-prices-soar-400?srnd=premium-middle-east
https://www.timesofisrael.com/more-younger-israelis-now-being-hospitalized-for-covid-than-those-60-plus/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/more-younger-israelis-now-being-hospitalized-for-covid-than-those-60-plus/
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2021/02/qatar-foreign-minister-iran-nuclear-deal-thani-us.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2021/02/qatar-foreign-minister-iran-nuclear-deal-thani-us.html
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1806956/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1806956/middle-east
https://www.janes.com/defence-news/news-detail/franco-german-defence-and-security-council-discusses-defence-industrial-co-operation-and-european-defence
https://www.janes.com/defence-news/news-detail/franco-german-defence-and-security-council-discusses-defence-industrial-co-operation-and-european-defence
https://www.institutmontaigne.org/en/publications/rethinking-our-defense-face-21st-century-crises
https://www.institutmontaigne.org/en/publications/rethinking-our-defense-face-21st-century-crises
https://www.diis.dk/en/research/european-strategic-autonomy-from-misconceived-to-useful-concept
https://www.diis.dk/en/research/european-strategic-autonomy-from-misconceived-to-useful-concept
https://www.egmontinstitute.be/the-eu-mena-partnership-time-for-a-reset/
https://www.egmontinstitute.be/the-eu-mena-partnership-time-for-a-reset/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2021/02/05/german-defense-ministry-punts-key-us-defense-cooperation-projects-to-the-next-government/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2021/02/05/german-defense-ministry-punts-key-us-defense-cooperation-projects-to-the-next-government/
http://navyrecognition.com/index.php/news/defence-news/2021/february/9687-navantia-and-naviris-sign-a-mou-for-the-european-patrol-corvette-program.html
http://navyrecognition.com/index.php/news/defence-news/2021/february/9687-navantia-and-naviris-sign-a-mou-for-the-european-patrol-corvette-program.html
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ASPI (Australia) 
• What’s up with the Royal Australian Navy’s weapons 

program? 

• The US and its allies must ensure Taiwan doesn’t fall 
to Beijing 

• Australia’s naval presence in the South China Sea is 
nothing new 

• The artificial intelligence ‘backseater’ in future air 
combat 

• China’s new bomber should be cause for concern for 
Australia 

• Extravagance amid plenty: replacing the Aussie 
Tigers 

• Forging a path for Indigenous Australians in 
cybersecurity and defence 

• The US and China must cooperate in space 

• China military watch 

• The women, peace and security update 

• The five-domains update 

• The threat spectrum 
 

ATLANTIC COUNCIL (USA) 
• Foreseeing the future of warfare: Indo-Pacific nations 

lead in emerging defense innovations 

• Is Russia slowly annexing Belarus in plain sight? 

• Toward trilateral arms control: Options for bringing 
China into the fold 

• A house divided: Afghanistan neighbors’ power play 
and regional countries’ hedging strategies for peace 

• Ukraine embraces openness with new report on 
Russian hybrid warfare challenges 

 

BELFER CENTRE FOR SCIENCE AND 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (USA) 

• How to Support the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons Without Signing It 

• What the Numbers Can (and Can’t) Tell Us about the 
South China Sea Dispute 

• It’s Time to Prohibit Radiological Weapons 
 

BROOKINGS (USA) 
• Advancing multilateralism in a populist age 

• The Right way to streamline the US defense budget 

• It’s time to stop US arms sales to Saudi Arabia 

• May 2021 should not be seen as a unilateral deadline 
for the United States to leave Afghanistan 

CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL 
PEACE (USA) 

• Managing China: Adapting U.S.-Japan Coordination 
Amid Political Transition 

• New START and Beyond: The Strategic Stability 
Agenda 

 

CHATHAM HOUSE (UK) 

• Date with history: NATO launches attacks on Libya 
 

CNAS (USA) 
• The U.S.’s China Strategy Needs New Tools 

• A Sharper Approach to China’s Military-Civil Fusion 
Strategy Begins by Dispelling Myths 

• The Cyber Maritime Environment: A Shared Critical 
Infrastructure and Trump's Maritime Cyber Security 
Plan 

• Sharper: Iran 

• Duyeon Kim on South Korea’s Foreign Policy 
Priorities 

 

HERITAGE FOUNDATION (USA) 
• It’s Time to Engage Allies to Protect Defense Supply 

Chains 

• Why “Peace Through Strength” Is One Area of 
Genuine Unity 

• LRSO: Why America Needs the Nuclear Long-Range 
Standoff Weapon 

• Burma’s Lessons for Biden—How He Should Handle 
Military Thugs Who Staged Coup 

• Urgent Job Opening: U.S. Navy Secretary 

• China and Russia: Two Big Threats the U.S. Military 
Can't Ignore 

• What Will Joe Biden’s NATO Look Like? 
 

HUDSON INSTITUTE (USA) 
• Recalibrating US Strategy for Peace in Afghanistan 

 

IISS (UK) 
• What will a Biden White House mean for Turkey–

Israel relations? 

• Russia and US agree New START extension 

• Burevestnik: US intelligence and Russia’s ‘unique’ 
cruise missile 

• Security on the Korean Peninsula after Trump: a new 
era? 

INSS (Israel) 
• Artificial Intelligence and National Security in Israel 

• A Return to the Nuclear Deal: Washington and 
Tehran Sharpen Positions 

 

RAND CORPORATION (USA) 
• Alternatives in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

• The Air War Against the Islamic State: The Role of 
Airpower in Operation Inherent Resolve 

• Wargames as an Educational Tool 

• Navigating Norms for the New Space Era 

• Biden Doubles Down on Trump's Taiwan Policy, but 
Will It Last? 

• The United States and Japan Should Prepare for War 
With China 

 

RUSI (UK) 
• Russia’s Strategy in the Central African Republic 

• The UK Government Must Treat Fraud as a Threat to 
National Security 

• Georgia Wins a Legal War Against Russia 

• The UK and the CPTTP: Creating an Asian Option for 
the Future 

• Far-Right Extremism in the US: A Threat No Longer 
Ignored 

Global Think Tanks Report: February 12th, 2021 
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