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Africa, South & Central Asia Americas & Australasia East & Southeast Asia 
Pandemic will boost pan-African cooperation as 
global players look inwards – Control Risks 
 
Many of Africa’s traditional partners are looking inwards as they seek 
to bring the pandemic under control in their own countries, and in the 
absence of clear global leadership to combat COVID-19, the bolstering 
of African leadership and pan-African cooperation could emerge as the 
main benefit of the pandemic for the continent. African governments 
have largely come together in efforts to tackle COVID-19. This political 
will and co-operation could outlast the pandemic and bode well for 
initiatives to accelerate regional integration and increase trade, growth 
and development across the continent in the coming years. 
 
UN Accuses Multiple Countries of Quietly Sending Arms to DR 
Congo – The Defence Post 
Morocco has signed for 24 Apache helicopters – Janes 
China’s proxy battle with India in Nepal – ORF 
Pakistan Stock Exchange attack, false flag or flagged movement?  
– ORF 
Another mass grave discovered in recently reclaimed Libyan 
town, Tarhuna – The Defence Post 
 

A 10% cut to the US military budget would help 
support struggling Americans – The Guardian 
 
At this unprecedented moment in American history – a terrible 
pandemic, an economic meltdown, people marching across the country 
to end systemic racism and police brutality, growing income and wealth 
inequality and an unstable president in the White House – now is the 
time to bring people together to fundamentally alter our national 
priorities and rethink the very structure of American society. 
 
Military spending needed more now than ever, top defence official 
says – CTV News 
Royal New Zealand Navy's training exercise involving 'protesters' 
at Kauri Point sparks controversy – New Zealand Herald 
Australia releases weapons wish list amid defense spending 
boost – Defense News 
Facing political instability, Brazil’s Bolsonaro says military exists 
to defend democracy  – Global News 
The military is drawing down its U.S.-Mexico border mission. Sort 
of.  – Military Times 

US, Vietnam and Philippines accuse Beijing of 
‘unlawful maritime claims’ with five-day drill in South 
China Sea – South China Morning Post 
 
The United States, Vietnam and the Philippines have lashed out at 
China, accusing it of coercion as Beijing launches a military drill in a 
disputed part of the South China Sea. China scheduled five days of 
drills from Wednesday near the Paracels. Vietnam has overlapping 
claims with China over the Paracels. 
 
Explainer: Strike capability, other military options on table after 
Japan's Aegis U-Turn – Reuters 
Indonesia signals potential major increase in defence spending – 
Jane’s 
China's Defence Ministry says recent border clash caused by 
India – Straits Times 
Thailand proposes 2021 defence budget reduction – Jane’s  
Taiwan military holds rehearsal drill ahead of 36th Han Kuang 
exercise – Taiwan News 

Eastern Europe Middle East Western Europe & The Nordics 
US says Bulgaria can pay in instalments for future 
military acquisitions – The Sofia Globe 
   
The US Department of Defence’s Defence Security Cooperation 
Agency (DCSA) has written to Bulgaria’s Defence Ministry saying that 
Bulgaria has been included in the list of countries that will be able to 
pay in instalments for new military acquisitions. 
 
Greece awards contract to Israel’s Defense Ministry for lease 
several heavy drones – Defence Blog  
90 Canadian troops to leave for Ukraine as military looks to 
resume mission - CBC  
Belarus develops unmanned air defense system – Defence Blog  

Pandemic Politics: Fighting Extremist Groups During 
COVID-19 – Brookings  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has sparked a debate over how to deal with 
extremist groups in the Middle East that are capitalizing on global 
instability to expand their power. Radical groups have adopted varying 
strategies. The Islamic State (ISIS) is advancing militarily in Iraq and 
Syria. Yemen’s Houthis, by contrast, have established clinics in their 
territories, testing centres, and a help hotline. In doing so, the armed 
group is attempting to deflect attention from its role in escalating the 
war while blaming the Saudi-led coalition for allowing the virus to 
spread. Meanwhile, Hezbollah in Lebanon is offering medical facilities 
and services that other government factions have failed to provide.  
 
Exploring Gulf Responses to COVID-19 – IISS 
Risk Perception and Appetite in UAE Foreign and National 
Security Policy – Chatham House 
Iran issues warrant for Donald Trump over killing of top general - 
Reuters 
 

New European Defence Agency boss warns against 
‘rash’ budget cuts by EU – Defence News 
 
The new head of the European Defence Agency, Jiří Šedivý, has 
thrown down the gauntlet to European Union member states, telling 
them: “It is up to you to deliver” and states that the onus is on EU 
countries “to use the EDA to its full extent”. 
 
The European Defense Industry Just Got €205 Million In Funding 
– Forbes 
Johnson says more optimistic than Barnier on post-Brexit deal – 
Reuters 
Germany warns new US sanctions endanger Nord Stream 2 
pipeline – Financial Times 
US Army training resumes in Europe amid pandemic and the 
threat of troop cuts – Defence News 

Regional Insights: July 3rd, 2020 

https://client.controlrisks.com/update/3f0a3ae9-aff5-4a4f-8b90-e4eb0e10ccdb
https://www.thedefensepost.com/2020/06/19/un-arms-dr-congo/
https://janes.ihs.com/Janes/Display/FG_3211844-JDW
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/chinas-proxy-battle-with-india-in-nepal-69016/
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/psx-attack-false-flag-or-an-attack-by-a-flagging-movement-68935/
https://www.thedefensepost.com/2020/06/30/libya-mass-grave/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/commentisfree/2020/jun/30/a-10-budget-cut-to-the-us-military-budget-by-10-to-help-save-lives-in-this-pandemic
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/military-spending-needed-more-now-than-ever-top-defence-official-says-1.4979395
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12339071
https://www.defensenews.com/global/asia-pacific/2020/07/02/australia-releases-weapons-wish-list-amid-defense-spending-boost/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7091135/brazils-bolsonaro-military-democracy/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2020/06/25/the-military-is-drawing-down-its-us-mexico-border-mission-sort-of/
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3091665/us-vietnam-and-philippines-accuse-beijing-unlawful-maritime
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-japan-defence-aegis-explainer/explainer-strike-capability-other-military-options-on-table-after-japans-aegis-u-turn-idUSKBN24407C
https://www.janes.com/defence-news/news-detail/covid-19-indonesia-signals-potential-major-increase-in-defence-spending
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/china-defence-ministry-says-recent-border-clash-caused-by-india
https://www.janes.com/defence-news/news-detail/covid-19-thailand-proposes-2021-defence-budget-reduction
https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/3959593
https://sofiaglobe.com/2020/04/08/us-says-bulgaria-can-pay-in-instalments-for-future-military-acquisitions/
https://defence-blog.com/news/greece-awards-contract-to-israels-defense-ministry-for-lease-several-heavy-drones.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canadian-armed-forces-ukraine-covid-19-coronavirus-1.5611941
https://defence-blog.com/news/army/belarus-develops-unmanned-air-defense-system.html
https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/pandemic-politics-fighting-extremist-groups-during-covid-19/
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2020/06/mide-gulf-covid-19
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/risk-in-uae-salisbury
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-usa-warrant/iran-issues-arrest-warrant-for-trump-over-killing-of-top-general-fars-news-idUSKBN2401HO
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2020/06/22/new-european-defence-agency-boss-warns-against-rash-budget-cuts-by-eu-members/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jenniferhicks/2020/06/29/the-european-defense-industry-just-got-205-million-in-funding/#57ba1a4b149e
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-britain-eu-johnson-deal/johnson-says-more-optimistic-than-barnier-on-post-brexit-deal-idUKKBN24411G
https://www.ft.com/content/81a1d823-730f-4412-a698-670e4fc4f6f1
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2020/06/22/us-army-training-resumes-in-europe-amid-covid-19-and-the-threat-of-troop-cuts/


 
 

2 
 

 

ASPI (Australia) 
• 2020 Defence Strategic Update & Force Structure 

Plan 
 

ATLANTIC COUNCIL (USA) 
• What Poland wants when it comes to US troops 

• We can increase public participation in data and 
avoid surveillance states: Here is how 

• What I dream of for Afghanistan 

• How revelations of Russian bounties in Afghanistan 
could escalate the US-Russia feud 

• Navigating the Growing Russia-China Strategic 
Alignment 

• A divided Taliban could unleash a new proxy war in 
Afghanistan 

• Germany may not like the American messenger. But 
it should heed his message. 

• What’s at stake in Trump’s plans to withdraw troops 
from Germany 

 

BELFER CENTRE FOR SCIENCE AND 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (USA) 

• Everyone Misunderstands the Reason for the U.S.-
China Cold War 

• Why Does Trump Put Russia First? 

• A Sense of Purpose: The Bedrock of the U.S. Nuclear 
Deterrent 

• Trump Turns the U.S. into an Outcast 

• Why No One Knows If the Korean War Really Will 
End by 2025 

• Donald Trump Could Lose the Election by Authorizing 
a New Nuclear Weapons Test 

 

BROOKINGS (USA) 
• Retired military endorsements erode public trust in 

the military 

• Unattainable conditions for New START extension? 

• The questionable future of amphibious assault 
 

CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL 
PEACE (USA) 

• The EU’s New Defensive Approach to a Rising China 

• India and Global Artificial Intelligence Governance 

• What Annexation Would Really Mean for Middle East 
Peace 

 

CFR (USA) 
• Nigerian Media’s Unsubstantiated Claims that U.S. 

Agencies Investigating Corruption by Buhari's Inner 
Circle 

• A Failed Afghan Peace Deal 
 

CHATHAM HOUSE (UK) 
• Risk Perception and Appetite in UAE Foreign and 

National Security Policy 
 

CLINGENDAEL (Netherlands) 
• How states could respond to non-state cyber-

attackers 
 

CNAS (USA) 
• Donald Trump’s baffling proposal to withdraw troops 

from Germany 
 

EGMONT (Belgium) 
• 60 years of Congo’s independence: power, complicity 

and protest 

• (Nuclear) Sharing is Caring. European Views on 
NATO Nuclear Deterrence and the German Nuclear 
Sharing Debate 

 

HERITAGE FOUNDATION (USA) 
• On Russian Bounties, Trump’s Record Proves He 

Would Have Acted if Given Solid Intelligence 

• Ending the Korean War Won’t Stop North Korea From 
Causing Chaos 

• The Marines: To Boldly Go Where the Corps Has 
Gone Before 

• Airpower Gets a Big Boost in the Senate’s 
Authorization Bill 

 

HUDSON INSTITUTE (USA) 
• Protecting Undersea Cables Must Be Made a 

National Security Priority 

• It's Time to Rethink Japan's Missile Defenses 

• Cutting Coast Guard Funds Threatens Our Security, 
at Home and in the Pacific 

• Qassem Soleimani’s Fall and the Battle Inside Iraq to 
Come 

 
 
 

IISS (UK) 
• Australia’s serious strategic update 

• Hong Kong's security law 

• Russia’s Poseidon poser for arms control and naval 
defence 

• Post-INF arms control in the Asia-Pacific: political 
viability and implementation challenges 

• Japan’s delicate dance for influence in the Asia-
Pacific 

• US and Russia agree June date for New START talks 

• Aeroengine concerns thrust Ukraine into broader 
US−China struggle 

• Japan suspends Aegis Ashore missile defence plans 

• Further testing of containerised missile system 

• What the latest India–China border crisis tells us 
about Beijing’s broader ambitions 

• Why Iran’s compliance with the IAEA is an 
increasingly hard sell at home 

 

ISEAS (Singapore) 
• South China Sea: Indonesia Crosses Swords with 

China 
 

KAS (Germany) 
• Aspects of the Cybersecurity Ecosystem in the United 

States (German) 
 

RAND CORPORATION (USA) 
• The Growing Irrelevance of Organizational Structure 

for U.S. Domestic Terrorism 

• Drone-Era Warfare Shows the Operational Limits of 
Air Defense Systems 

• Russia Is Eyeing the Mediterranean. The U.S. and 
NATO Must Be Prepared 

• Is North Korea Prepared to End the Korean War? 

• Japan and Dynamic Force Employment 
 

RUSI (UK) 
• Open Skies Clouded by Sham and Ambiguity 

• Russia's New Nuclear Strategy: Unanswered 
Questions 

• How Latvia Accomplishes Comprehensive Defence 

• Poland's New National Security Strategy: The 
Potential for Regional Leadership, Cooperation and 
Cohesion on NATO's Eastern Flank 

 

Global Think Tanks Report: July 3rd, 2020 

 

https://www.aspi.org.au/news/2020-defence-strategic-update-force-structure-plan
https://www.aspi.org.au/news/2020-defence-strategic-update-force-structure-plan
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/what-poland-wants-when-it-comes-to-us-troops/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/geotech-cues/we-can-increase-public-participation-in-data-and-avoid-surveillance-states-here-is-how/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/geotech-cues/we-can-increase-public-participation-in-data-and-avoid-surveillance-states-here-is-how/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/commentary/what-i-dream-of-for-afghanistan/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/revelations-of-russian-bounties-in-afghanistan-escalates-us-russia-feud/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/revelations-of-russian-bounties-in-afghanistan-escalates-us-russia-feud/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/strategic-insights-memos/navigating-the-growing-russia-china-strategic-alignment/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/strategic-insights-memos/navigating-the-growing-russia-china-strategic-alignment/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/a-divided-taliban-could-unleash-a-new-proxy-war-in-afghanistan/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/a-divided-taliban-could-unleash-a-new-proxy-war-in-afghanistan/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/germany-may-not-like-the-american-messenger-but-it-should-heed-his-message/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/germany-may-not-like-the-american-messenger-but-it-should-heed-his-message/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/whats-at-stake-in-trumps-plans-to-withdraw-troops-from-germany/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/whats-at-stake-in-trumps-plans-to-withdraw-troops-from-germany/
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/everyone-misunderstands-reason-us-china-cold-war
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/everyone-misunderstands-reason-us-china-cold-war
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/why-does-trump-put-russia-first
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/sense-purpose-bedrock-us-nuclear-deterrent
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/sense-purpose-bedrock-us-nuclear-deterrent
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/trump-turns-us-outcast
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/why-no-one-knows-if-korean-war-really-will-end-2025
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/why-no-one-knows-if-korean-war-really-will-end-2025
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/donald-trump-could-lose-election-authorizing-new-nuclear-weapons-test
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/donald-trump-could-lose-election-authorizing-new-nuclear-weapons-test
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/06/30/retired-military-endorsements-erode-public-trust-in-the-military/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/06/30/retired-military-endorsements-erode-public-trust-in-the-military/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/07/01/unattainable-conditions-for-new-start-extension/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/06/23/the-questionable-future-of-amphibious-assault/
https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/07/01/eu-s-new-defensive-approach-to-rising-china-pub-82231
https://carnegieindia.org/2020/07/01/india-and-global-artificial-intelligence-governance-pub-82228
https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/06/30/what-annexation-would-really-mean-for-middle-east-peace-pub-82219
https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/06/30/what-annexation-would-really-mean-for-middle-east-peace-pub-82219
https://www.cfr.org/blog/nigerian-medias-unsubstantiated-claims-us-agencies-investigating-corruption-buharis-inner
https://www.cfr.org/blog/nigerian-medias-unsubstantiated-claims-us-agencies-investigating-corruption-buharis-inner
https://www.cfr.org/blog/nigerian-medias-unsubstantiated-claims-us-agencies-investigating-corruption-buharis-inner
https://www.cfr.org/report/failed-afghan-peace-deal
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/risk-in-uae-salisbury
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/risk-in-uae-salisbury
https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/Policy_Brief_Cyber_non-state_June_2020.pdf
https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/Policy_Brief_Cyber_non-state_June_2020.pdf
https://www.cnas.org/press/in-the-news/donald-trumps-baffling-proposal-to-withdraw-troops-from-germany
https://www.cnas.org/press/in-the-news/donald-trumps-baffling-proposal-to-withdraw-troops-from-germany
http://www.egmontinstitute.be/60-years-of-congos-independence-power-complicity-and-protest/
http://www.egmontinstitute.be/60-years-of-congos-independence-power-complicity-and-protest/
http://www.egmontinstitute.be/nuclear-sharing-is-caring/
http://www.egmontinstitute.be/nuclear-sharing-is-caring/
http://www.egmontinstitute.be/nuclear-sharing-is-caring/
https://www.heritage.org/defense/commentary/russian-bounties-trumps-record-proves-he-would-have-acted-if-given-solid
https://www.heritage.org/defense/commentary/russian-bounties-trumps-record-proves-he-would-have-acted-if-given-solid
https://www.heritage.org/asia/commentary/ending-the-korean-war-wont-stop-north-korea-causing-chaos
https://www.heritage.org/asia/commentary/ending-the-korean-war-wont-stop-north-korea-causing-chaos
https://www.heritage.org/defense/commentary/the-marines-boldly-go-where-the-corps-has-gone
https://www.heritage.org/defense/commentary/the-marines-boldly-go-where-the-corps-has-gone
https://www.heritage.org/defense/commentary/airpower-gets-big-boost-the-senates-authorization-bill
https://www.heritage.org/defense/commentary/airpower-gets-big-boost-the-senates-authorization-bill
https://www.hudson.org/research/16195-protecting-undersea-cables-must-be-made-a-national-security-priority
https://www.hudson.org/research/16195-protecting-undersea-cables-must-be-made-a-national-security-priority
https://www.hudson.org/research/16186-it-s-time-to-rethink-japan-s-missile-defenses
https://www.hudson.org/research/16193-cutting-coast-guard-funds-threatens-our-security-at-home-and-in-the-pacific
https://www.hudson.org/research/16193-cutting-coast-guard-funds-threatens-our-security-at-home-and-in-the-pacific
https://www.hudson.org/research/16176-qassem-soleimani-s-fall-and-the-battle-inside-iraq-to-come
https://www.hudson.org/research/16176-qassem-soleimani-s-fall-and-the-battle-inside-iraq-to-come
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2020/07/apacific-australia-defence-update
https://www.iiss.org/publications/strategic-comments/2020/hong-kongs-security-law
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/military-balance/2020/07/russia-poseidon-arms-control-naval-defence
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/military-balance/2020/07/russia-poseidon-arms-control-naval-defence
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/research-paper/2020/06/post-inf-arms-control-asia-pacific
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/research-paper/2020/06/post-inf-arms-control-asia-pacific
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/podcast/2020/06/japan-influence-asia-pacific
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/podcast/2020/06/japan-influence-asia-pacific
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2020/06/mdi-new-start-russia-us-talks
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/military-balance/2020/06/aeroengine-concerns-ukraine-us-china
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/military-balance/2020/06/aeroengine-concerns-ukraine-us-china
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2020/06/mdi-japan-suspends-aegis-ashore-missile-defence-plans
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2020/06/mdi-testing-containerised-missile-system
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2020/06/india-china-border-crisis-beijing-ambitions
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2020/06/india-china-border-crisis-beijing-ambitions
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2020/06/npnp-iran-iaea-compliance
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2020/06/npnp-iran-iaea-compliance
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/media/commentaries/south-china-sea-indonesia-crosses-swords-with-china/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/media/commentaries/south-china-sea-indonesia-crosses-swords-with-china/
https://www.kas.de/en/country-reports/detail/-/content/aspects-of-the-cybersecurity-ecosystem-in-the-united-states
https://www.kas.de/en/country-reports/detail/-/content/aspects-of-the-cybersecurity-ecosystem-in-the-united-states
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/07/the-growing-irrelevance-of-organizational-structure.html
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/07/the-growing-irrelevance-of-organizational-structure.html
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/07/drone-era-warfare-shows-the-operational-limits-of-air.html
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/07/drone-era-warfare-shows-the-operational-limits-of-air.html
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/06/russia-is-eyeing-the-mediterranean-the-us-and-nato.html
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/06/russia-is-eyeing-the-mediterranean-the-us-and-nato.html
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/06/is-north-korea-prepared-to-end-the-korean-war.html
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/06/japan-and-dynamic-force-employment.html
https://rusi.org/commentary/open-skies-clouded-sham-and-ambiguity
https://rusi.org/commentary/russias-new-nuclear-strategy-unanswered-questions
https://rusi.org/commentary/russias-new-nuclear-strategy-unanswered-questions
https://rusi.org/commentary/how-latvia-accomplishes-comprehensive-defence
https://rusi.org/commentary/polands-new-national-security-strategy-potential-regional-leadership-cooperation
https://rusi.org/commentary/polands-new-national-security-strategy-potential-regional-leadership-cooperation
https://rusi.org/commentary/polands-new-national-security-strategy-potential-regional-leadership-cooperation

