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Monthly Progress Update

Skills

A workshop for the DGP Skills Group was held on Monday 25 th March with good attendance and 
engagement.  Andrew Cowdery attended and briefed the team on his expectations of the work to be 
undertaken by this team in bringing digital skills to our workforce through upskilling and re-skilling. He 
emphasised the importance of the work of this group, as skills is increasingly a concern in the future of this 
sector. Andrew endorsed the direction proposed for the Skills Group, in supporting our workforce to meet 
the challenges of new technology in a time of rapid change. 

The workshop also considered the SEMAP programme and the recently launched DEEP and PG Cert to 
ensure that the full benefit of each of these is realised to our sector.

Andrew Cowdery 
Industry Co-Chair 

of the DGP

Welcome to the April edition of the DGP Newsletter!

It has been a busy first month in the role, with time spent getting to know the Defence 
Growth Partnership (DGP) and my focus has been on getting to meet as many people 
as possible involved in the DGP, with more engagement still to do. Richard Harrington 
MP, the Minister in Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) has resigned and 
been replaced by Andrew Stephenson MP, I plan to meet with him as soon as possible. 
I should like to thank Richard for his valuable contribution as Co-Chair of the DGP.

The Defence Prosperity Conference took place on Thursday 14th March at the 
Manufacturing Technology Centre (MTC) in Coventry; an impressive facility 
concentrating on Advanced Manufacturing technology and innovation. The event 
coincided with announcements by Gavin Williamson, Secretary of State for Defence, in 
which he reaffirmed commitment to growing Defence’s contribution to UK economic 
growth. It included a proposal to create a Joint Economic Data Hub (JEDHub) with 
Industry, 

 

Industry, sitting within the UK Defence Solutions Centre (UKDSC) and we look forward to working with MoD and 
other Government departments in taking the proposal forward. 

In March, the second Skills Workshop was held to review progress of the Systems Engineering Masters 
Apprenticeship (SEMAP) and Defence Enterprise Export Programme (DEEP) training  programmes and how best 
to maintain momentum and promote them to new applicants. The Skills group further developed thinking on 
digital skills and re-skilling of the workforce in the face of the challenges of a Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR), 
an exciting opportunity to work across industrial sectors and academia in emerging technology areas.

Earlier this month I met with Philip Dunne MP. His report published in July 2018 highlighted the value of Defence 
to the UK economy in terms of innovation, jobs and exports. Philip will be supporting the DGP in his Deputy Co-
Chair role and I look forward to working with him more closely in the coming months in establishing clear and 
deliverable new initiatives for the DGP. This unique partnership with Government and Industry will need to 
embrace change, encourage new collaborative relationships and engage the wider Defence community in 
promoting Defence’s contribution to UK Growth and Prosperity. There is a lot to do, but there is intent and 
urgency to make a difference.

I wish you and your families a lovely Easter break.

Monthly Progress Update

March has been a busy month for us as we continue working on our country strategies. We 
continue to report on individual strategy progress at the various DGP Boards.

s-DSO

For more information and the latest updates, visit the DIT-DSO Website.DIT-DSO Website.
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Monthly Progress Update Value Chain Competitiveness

March has been an extremely busy month for the UKDSC as we closed out the 2018/19 grant offer funding period.  

During the month we’ve continued to support a number of national and international engagements, develop our 

market intelligence offering, progress our cross-sector innovation initiatives and undertake a customer satisfaction 

survey with DGP stakeholders.  Our CEO, Mark Barclay, supported MOD’s Prosperity Conference held at the 

Manufacturing Technology Centre in Coventry as well as supporting a couple of high level UK Defence roundtable 

events in the month.  We’re also delighted to have welcomed Dr Llyr Jones to the UKDSC, who joined as Executive 

Director Strategy.   

The Market Intelligence Cell (MIC) continues to expand and deepen its existing range of analytical capabilities.  For 

example, during the period, the team continued to engage with Industry and Government departments with a view to 

developing an improved Country Synopsis.  This new format will provide many of the key elements that Market 

Analysts, Country Strategists and Business Developers need to create an appropriate level of situational awareness 

and develop a more informed view of potential market opportunities.  In parallel, the team’s Shared Information 

Space (SIS) user-base has continued to grow, with over 325 approved users now registered.  

We’re delighted to announce the appointment of Dr Llyr Jones, who joined the UKDSC Strategy team as a direct hire 

in the role of Executive Director Strategy on 4th March.  Llyr has spent his first month meeting with his new colleagues, 

as well as engaging with a broad variety of stakeholders across the UK Defence community.  Along with his Strategy 

and Capability team, he’s already been active in DSEI planning, supporting the MoD’s Prosperity Conference and 

attending the DGP Operations Boards.  With DSEI now firmly on the horizon, Llyr and the broader UKDSC organisation 

will be prioritising the identification of Team UK opportunities.  Watch this space as they say and we wish Llyr every 

success in his new role. 

The Innovation team supported a number of key events during the previous month which facilitated multiple 

exchanges with various international organisations.  It began at the AVALON air show where a number of productive 

engagements with Australian government and industry representatives took place. This was followed by a Defence 

Industrial Dialogue in Tokyo which coincided with the visit of HMS Montrose to the country.  The team also attended 

DPRTE for the fourth successive year.  During this event they presented at two of the caucuses whilst several SMEs 

were actively engaged as a result.  On a broader front, work continues with FMC, Innovate UK and other parties within 

the Defence and Civil domains re identifying and further developing potential future Cross Sector Innovation 

challenges.

The Value Chain Competitiveness Improvement Framework event was hosted by Rolls-Royce in Derby as planned on 

the Thursday 28th March. The event was well attended by DGP partner companies and their invited suppliers. The 

improvement framework assessment process and the supporting ‘How-Tos’ were reviewed and demonstrated in the 

room and companies will be testing and trialling the materials in the coming weeks. Post the event feedback was 

positive and we will follow up with participants to identify possible improvements. Findings will be presented to the 

DGP partners to agree the next steps for delivery and application of the improvement framework.
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