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The DGP and specifically the DSC, is working hard with government, academia and industry to effectively align 
technology investments to the future needs of our armed forces and our international clients. This includes 
alignment to the newly published Export Strategy from the Department of International Trade.

As the MoD continues to develop the Modernising Defence Programme, we will need to respond collectively 
across a wide area of actions such as more productive supply chain development and digital design and 
manufacturing if we are to become even more competitive.

Welcome to the Defence Growth Partnership September Update!

The annual export figures are always awaited with great interest and were released 
since the last newsletter.  We have now seen that in 2017, the UK won defence orders 
worth £9 billion – 53% higher than the figures in 2016. The figures tend to be quite 
volatile and programme dependent, and this year is no exception. The air sector was 
the dominant driver in export sales throughout 2017. 
Underneath these headlines, however, there remain significant challenges. Defence 
exports orders significantly lag the long term technology and capability developments 
made in the defence industry in the UK. We still benefit from bold investments made, 
in some cases, decades ago – hence we need to continue to invest and develop critical 
technologies and capabilities for the future. The Combat Air Strategy, launched in July, 
is a great example of this and we need to develop further areas if we are to sustain 
the growth our industry and nation needs.
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The Exec MBA (Defence Export), launched at Farnborough International Air Show 2018, brochure is now 
available online from the Cranfield University website -

Our two-year part-time Executive MBA Defence Export programme is offered in a modular format. 
Classes will delivered at Cranfield, with some off-site learning in London and Bradenham Manor, High 
Wycombe. The programme is delivered Thursday to Saturday – 11 blocks a year over two years.

In August there was a successful webinar held explaining the detail of the course to nominated 
candidates which will be repeated in late September/early October for those that missed out first time 
around.
The application process for the programme is taking place during Q4 2018 with the first cohort starting 
January 2019; the second cohort for the course is planned to commence January 2020.

The Exec MBA (Defence Export) forms the foundation of the academic third of the DGP Skills’ Defence 
Enterprise Export Programme (DEEP).

If you are interested in joining the Defence Enterprise Export Programme, please 

Find the MBA Brochure here!Find the MBA Brochure here!
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the Executive MBA by clicking here
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For more information and the latest updates, visit the UKDSC Website.UKDSC Website.

Please see below the update from the UK Defence Solutions Centre from the past month.

Monthly Progress Update s-DSO

For more information and the latest updates, visit the DIT-DSO Website.DIT-DSO Website.

Despite August traditionally being a relatively quiet month due to annual holidays, the UKDSC has 
managed to progress a number of priority activities during the period.  From an organisational 
perspective we’re delighted to have welcomed three new direct recruits to the team.  David Poole and 
Dai Stone have joined the Capability Development team as Head of Strategy and Head of Operational 
Analysis respectively.  In addition, Dr Dharm Kapletia joined as our Innovation Architect working within 
the Innovation team.  It’s fair to say all three new starters have hit the ground running and we wish 
them every success in their new roles.  

On the Operations front the team have matured and refined the funding requirements with respect to 
the FY 2019/20 Grant Offer Letter (GOL).  In parallel, the they have also been working in conjunction 
with BEIS in drafting our initial business case in support of a further five years funding covering the 
period FY2020 to 2025.  Clearly this is a major undertaking and represents a critical activity in terms of 
establishing a longer terms strategic planning horizon. 

The Market Intelligence Cell (MIC) is focusing on the Implementation Phase of its Shared Information 
System (SIS). The Implementation Phase will run until end December 2018; with full operating 
capability planned to commence on 1st January 2019. During the next four months the MIC will work 
with stakeholders to develop the optimum portfolio of country specific and capability driven market 
analyses. A User Group has also been established to ensure that the SIS is fully optimised to become a 
centre of excellence for market intelligence information for its stakeholders. The UKDSC continues to 
undertake extensive research for DIT-DSO and provide continued support the sDSO teams in 
developing Capability themes.

The Innovation team have been supporting the remaining six finalists (from the DGP Innovation 
Challenge) during the recent capability proving phase.  This included reviewing and assessing the 
remaining proposals, which saw UKDSC engagement on both the technical evaluation panel and 
subsequent “pitch panel”.   The team will continue to support the MoD and the remaining finalists with 
further announcements expected in the coming weeks.  Finally, Andy Cunningham, our Director of 
Innovation and Investment, has been heavily involved with the preparation of an Innovation Lab which 
is being run by UKRI.  This week long workshop planned in September will focus on developing 
innovative proposals for the use of robotics and artificial intelligence in extreme environments, with a 
particular emphasis on maintenance, inspection and repair.  Watch this space for further updates in 
September.  

August has been a busy month for us as we continue working on our country strategies. We continue 
to report on individual strategy progress at the fortnightly DGP Operations Board and at other DGP 
Board meetings. We are particularly busy with preparing for our DSO Industry Liaison Board to report 
quarterly progress against the country strategies. September will see our Japan In-Country Market 
Development Lead depart for Tokyo and the arrival of our new Japan Strategy Lead. 
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